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Message from Pastor Stu
Drawn by Faith
Eyes open slowly, fighting foggy sleep. Taking time to focus, readjusting to newfound
light. Sight comes slightly before orientation. Or is that the other way ‘round? Where
am I? What is this place?
Faith wakes up in a new place each morning. It’s different to yesterday. Different light.
Different sights. Different, and yet, familiar. I feel like I’ve been here before, but there’s
more today than I might have realised. Always, there is more.
Perhaps it’s the birds as they sing their morning song. Or the scent of my wife’s
perfume as it lingers on her pillow. Faith comforts, and reminds me of home, but still it
rouses me to wake up! Get up! Open your eyes and see!
I am drawn to seek out the delights of my senses. What sights and sounds await me
today? Wonder increases with each step. The smell of butter and pancakes in the
frying pan captures my attention. The sweet aroma combines with the morning
sunlight cascading through the window to greet me with the promise of today. Today’s
promise. Today has promise. Faith for today. I am drawn to seek it out.
Hunger is awoken. I feel the first pangs. Taste buds on the prowl. I know I won’t be
satisfied until I have tasted; until I have partaken of that which my soul desires.
“As the deer pants for streams of water,” wrote the Psalmist, “so my soul pants for
you, O God.”
Faith leads to intimacy; intimacy builds more faith. “My soul thirsts for the living God.
Where can I go and meet with God?”
Faith satisfies and leaves me hungry still. Do I have enough? Can I get enough for my
daily needs? Intimacy answers: ‘Yes!’
“Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” Am I
always sure? Am I always certain? Hardly. But as I allow the sights, the sounds, the
smells- indeed all of my experiences- to lead me toward intimacy rather than away,
then I become more sure and more certain of the One who draws me. The One who
seeks precious moments with me even more than I with him.
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Faith may be likened to a stab in the dark, a long-shot, even an inkling, but when it is
found in the Lord God it can be walked out in total confidence. When faced with the
enemy, the king’s son Jonathan said to his armour bearer, “Come, let’s go over to the
outpost of those uncircumcised fellows. Perhaps the Lord will act on our behalf” (1
Samuel 14:6). Come let’s go….perhaps the Lord will act. Hardly firm words of
assurance in the face of an impossible mission. Jonathan has little more than an inkling
on what to do. But he’s acting on what he knows God’s heart to be like as he adds:
“Nothing can hinder the Lord from saving.” He knew God’s will was for Israel to
overcome her enemies, and while his dad- the king- was literally hanging out under a
tree (v 2), Jonathan decides to exercise his faith in the Word of the Lord by going out
to engage with the enemy.
In the face of impossible odds he said both ‘perhaps the Lord will act’, and ‘nothing
can hinder the Lord from saving’. Is it just me or do these sound like contradictory
statements? How much of our faith is walked out in what feels like contradiction? I
don’t presume to know if, how or when God will act in a situation, but there’s
something deep inside that tells me He will. He will come through. He will not
disappoint. He will remain faithful. “Nothing can hinder the Lord from saving…”
“Do all that you have in mind.” The armour bearer answers with faith of his own. “Go
ahead. I am with you in heart and soul” (v7). Faith is strengthened by company. “Two
are better than one”, wrote Solomon, “if one falls down his friend can help him up”
(Ecc 4:9-10). Faith leads to intimacy; intimacy builds more faith, and becomes
attractive to those around us. Faith in shared company becomes a powerful weapon
for the kingdom of God (Matt 18:19-20).
So go ahead. “Do all that you have in mind” as it is birthed out of an intimate,
faith-filled relationship with our Saviour who never disappoints. May we be a people
who live in wide-eyed wonder amidst seeming contradictions, and may our lives be
increasingly attractive to those in a world hungry for meaning and mystery.
Faith satisfies and leaves me hungry still. Do I have enough? Can I get enough for my
daily needs? Intimacy answers: ‘Yes!’
Then, finally at the end of the day, I once again climb into bed, pull up the covers and
rest, dreaming of new possibilities and fresh enticements tomorrow’s adventures in
faith may bring.
Stu White
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Church News & Updates

FAMILY FUN AFTERNOON + MOVIE UNDER THE STARS
Family Fun Afternoon - what a fun day! The church and the greater community came
together to share a great afternoon and evening of rides, food, drinks, face painting and
a giant inflatable movie screen. The free popcorn and free fairy floss was a favourite with
the kids. Thanks to all our amazing volunteers for serving!
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Church News & Updates
If you’re on Facebook, jump on and like
our page. We post weekly podcasts,
scriptures, any upcoming events and
different things happening in the church.
https://www.facebook.com/FlameTreeChurch/

-------------------------------

Lighthouse Leadership
Psychology & Training

Podcasts

Chris & Gretchen Mitchell are now
available at the church office for life
coaching, psychological counselling,
prayer counselling and marriage
counselling for people from FlameTree
Church and people in the community.
(Medicare rebates available)

Paying Tithes / Donations Online

For bookings & information
please contact
the Mitchell’s on
0408 824 261 or check
out their website at
www.lighthouseleadership.
com.au.

Name: FlameTree Baptist Church
BSB: 704 913
Account: 4000 39103

------------------------------

To listen to the latest
podcast sermons,
log onto
www.flametree.org.au/
podcasts
OR download our church app!
------------------------------If you would like to pay your tithes online
via bank deposit, here are the bank details.
Please make sure to put in your reference
whether it’s tithes, missions, building fund,
etc.

You can also pay your tithes on our
church website, under the ‘tithes’ tab.
Push pay is here! If you pay by credit
card, this is an awesome new way you
can give from your mobile phone.
Simply text ‘flametree’ to
0488202202, click the link,
and fill in the details.

URGENT
Elderly lady needing lifts to and from
church.
Only lives 2 minutes away from church.
A very easy task.
Contact the office if you can help.

Sunday Services: 9am & 6pm
5441 1028 | info@flametree.org.au | 27 Coes Creek Road, Burnside QLD 4560

Weekly Calendar
Sunday Services:
9:00am & 6:00pm
Wolf Pack
Monday 6pm
Brothers in Arms
Monday 6:30pm
Ladies Group
Tuesday at 9:30am
Frappe Mums Group
Wednesday at 10am
Jubilee Dancers
Thursday at 4:00pm
Young Adults
Thursday Fortnightly at 6:30pm
WildFire Youth
Friday at 6:00-8:00pm
Kidz Church / Teen Church
Sunday at 9:30am
Crèche
Sunday at 9:20am

