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Message from Pastor Stu
Letting Your Light Shine
“Your life stands tall as a tower, like a shining light on a hill.
Your revelation eyes are pure, like pools of refreshing—
sparkling light for a multitude.
Such discernment surrounds you,
protecting you from the enemy’s advance.”
Song of Songs 7:4 (The Passion Translation)
Okay, so this passage from Song of Songs reads a little different to most translations, but what liberty the author
takes in rendering the original language also brings out a whole new way of reading this text. And I love what
these words convey!
Your life stands tall as a tower. YOUR life. Stop reading and think about that for a moment. Sometimes we think
that to walk in humility means we have to stoop so low we are never seen. But our lives are intended to be TALL,
like a tower, and ‘like a shining light on a hill’.
Picture that if you will. You’re walking along in the dark with no torch, and no way of knowing where you are.
Suddenly you notice a light up ahead, on a hill, and as you get closer the light brings clarity to what you couldn’t
see before. It illuminates the whole area and dispels the darkness around it.
That light is you.
Jesus said “Your lives light up the world. Let others see your light from a distance, for how can you hide a city that
stands on a hilltop? And who would light a lamp and then hide it in an obscure place? Instead, it’s placed where
everyone in the house can benefit from its light. So don’t hide your light! Let it shine brightly before others, so
that the commendable things you do will shine as light upon them, and then they will give their praise to your
Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:14-16 TPT)
We’re not called to blind others with our light, like an annoying kid with a torch (don’t you hate it when that
happens?- “Ugh! I can’t see anything now!”). Nor are we to hide our light, afraid that it might be offensive to those
who prefer the dark. No, Jesus calls us to let our light shine brightly before others so that they may come to
recognise and praise our Father in heaven.
It’s not complicated. Just be you. Wherever you are, whatever you’re doing, stand tall and let your light shine.
I attended a couple of Religious Instruction classes of Year 1s through the week with a husband and wife team
from our church. They invited me to come and play the guitar to some songs they have been teaching the kids. “I
am the way, the truth and the life,” the children sang, “That’s what Jesus said.” It was a precious time of just being
with a group of 6 year olds, and what was even more precious to me was seeing this husband and wife team simply
shine the light of Jesus to a classroom full of children eager to hear about Jesus.
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Following the tragic death of Indie Armstrong outside Coles recently, a candlelight vigil was called at literally an
hour’s notice. “Can you be there?” came the message from one of the organiser’s- a local business owner I have
connected with in Nambour. “Of course”, I replied. With our network of churches we got the word out straight
away and in that space of shared grief and shock, the Body of Christ was present, ministering to, and praying for
our community with the love of Jesus.
The following day Dale and Donna from the Shack initiated a tribute wall outside Coles to provide a space for
some of Indie’s friends, and anyone impacted by her death to come and leave a note, a sticker, or flowers. Family
members were touched by the generosity of its community. Some of us were on hand through the week to speak
with folk as they came, and one of those gentlemen approached me one afternoon. He had been at the candlelight
vigil as his daughter was one of Indie’s friends. “I’m organising a charity cricket day this weekend, and would
really like it if you could come and be on hand for people, and have my back,” he said with tears in his eyes. “I
noticed you on Sunday night, just hanging back, observing, and your way with people, and would really
appreciate if you can be there.” I quickly agreed, feeling tears of my own- tears of gratitude and awe at God’s
goodness in the midst of sorrow. Please, continue to pray for Indie’s family.
This story is an example of what it looks like to let your light shine. Its not about me, or Dale or Donna, but about
how we can be present with people without holding an agenda, often without knowing where it might end up. I
share it to illustrate how simple it is to simply stand tall and let your light shine.
You have similar stories. And even the times when we don’t quite get it right, we can have confidence that God
never wastes anything- even our failures and shortcomings. He is that good!
So the pressure is off. We don’t have to change the world. Jesus has done that already. Our role is simply to
become aware that Jesus lives in us by his Spirit, and He partners with us everyday to bring the influence of the
Father’s love in our lives. That is our light, so let it shine.
Stu
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Or through church app

FREE
A love offerring will be taken up for emergency fund
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Upcoming Events
Aglow

Sunshine Coast
Friday 13th of July 9.30am
at FlameTree Baptist Church hall
27 Coes Creek Road, Burnside
Entry $8, includes morning tea.
Come along, bring a friend and enjoy worship and an inspirational
message. Men and women are welcome.
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We have had an incredible time in Ladies Group during this first half of the year.
We understood collectively that we were in a season of training and it wasn’t a time to be
unaware nor unarmed.
Hebrews 13:21 says that GOD has equipped each one of us with everything good for
doing HIS will. Ephesians 6:17 encourages us all to take up the Sword of the Spirit, which
is the Word of GOD. It is our mission to wield and use this Sword of Truth to bring life. We
prayed dangerous prayers, crafted by Scripture. Thereby, echoing heavens words here on
earth.
GOD called us to be warriors and not mere soldiers. Our almighty FATHER is a warrior,
Yahweh is HIS Name, (Exodus 15:3) and it is woven into our DNA. The Sword entrusted to us
is more than ancient, it is eternal. We grasp the Word of GOD with both hands and allow
it to be our final authority. And the title given to JESUS is the Word of GOD in Revelations
19:13.
We discovered what it really looks like to carry the Cross like a Sword. This had everything
to do with our LORD’S unconditional Love for us and all humanity. We carry the Cross for
others, those yet to experience HIS great LOVE!
The Cross of Love is the ultimate assurance of every promise kept. It is like a Sword that
slays every last remnant of hostility between heaven and earth.
As beautiful daughters of the KING, we carry this Sword of Light, using discernment to light
the world of others around us. Distinguishing and declaring all the good that GOD has for
those we relate to. We are vessels of honour pouring out into a broken world.
It has been an absolute delight studying the Lisa Bevere's curriculum, “Girls With Swords”.
We have also had the privilege of hearing from many of our own Flametree Ladies,
teaching us beautiful revelations from the Scriptures. We are looking forward to the
remainder of the year and prayerfully considering what the LORD has in store for us next. If
you would love to join our Ladies Group, we start back on Tuesday July 17th at 9:30am.
Love and Blessings, Ange
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If you’re on Facebook, jump on and like
our page. We post weekly podcasts,
scriptures, any upcoming events and
different things happening in the church.
https://www.facebook.com/FlameTreeChurch/

-------------------------------

Podcasts

To listen to the latest
podcast sermons,
log onto
www.flametree.org.au/
podcasts
OR download our church app!
-------------------------------

Paying Tithes / Donations Online

If you would like to pay your tithes online
via bank deposit, here are the bank details.
Please make sure to put in your reference
whether it’s tithes, missions, building fund,
etc.
Name: FlameTree Baptist Church
BSB: 704 913
Account: 4000 39103

Lighthouse Leadership
Psychology & Training
Chris & Gretchen Mitchell are now
available at the church office for life
coaching, psychological counselling,
prayer counselling and marriage
counselling for people from FlameTree
Church and people in the community.
(Medicare rebates available)
For bookings & information
please contact
the Mitchell’s on
0408 824 261 or check
out their website at
www.lighthouseleadership.
com.au.
-------------------------------

You can also pay your tithes on our
church website, under the ‘tithes’ tab.
Push pay is here! If you pay by credit
card, this is an awesome new way you
can give from your mobile phone.
Simply text ‘flametree’ to
0488202202, click the link,
and fill in the details.
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Weekly Calendar
Sunday Services:
9:00am & 6:00pm
Wolf Pack
Monday 6pm
Brothers in Arms
Monday 6:30pm
Ladies Group
Tuesday at 9:30am
Frappe Mums Group
Wednesday at 10am
Jubilee Dancers
Thursday at 4:00pm
Young Adults
Thursday Fortnightly at 6:30pm
WildFire Youth
Friday at 6:00-8:00pm
Kidz Church / Teen Church
Sunday at 9:30am
Crèche
Sunday at 9:20am

